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IN THIS EDITION

Floorboards is our way of keeping 
you informed of events and 
happening that are relevant to you.  
The contents will include, where 
possible, competition information, 
updates and any relevant social 
articles.  Look for the Word search 
puzzle and the enticing Pear & 
Raspberry Cake recipe.  You will 

find interesting articles on all things 
“Dance” here in the future and we 
hope you enjoy this publication.

The Floorboards Newsletter will 
be emailed to all current members 
bi-monthly.   

Look for it in your inbox.

The Victorian Branch of the 
Australian Dancing Society hopes 
everyone is staying safe and 
looking after themselves and their 
families in these very trying times.

As the Chairperson of Victoria I 
would like to share with you an 
important message that has come 
from our directors.

“The Directors of The Australian 
Dancing Society have been 
working tirelessly to navigate 
through the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Some hard decisions had to 
be made not only regarding 
the Australian DanceSport 
Championship but the future of 
the company itself.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and in accordance with Clause 29 
of the Constitution, the Directors 
have decided that no State 
Branch will be required to conduct 
an AGM in 2020.   The Directors 
have also agreed there will be 
no changes to the current State 
Branch Executive Committees 
extending office bearers term by 
one year.  The next State Branch 
AGMs will be held in the second 
half of 2021.

The National Company AGM will still 
take place with details to follow.”

Our team here in Victoria is 
working behind the scenes to 
ensure when we are able, we can 
support our industry, studio’s and 
dancers in returning to our love of 
DanceSport. We also encourage 
our members to reach out if you 
have any ideas or need assistance 
that we maybe able to assist with. 
Always remember we are in this 
together, let’s help each other 
through this difficult time.

Looking forward to when we can 
next catch up at a studio or dance 
competition.

Regards,

Susan Porter, 
Chairperson 
Victorian Branch 
Australian Dancing 
Society
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Unfortunately, due to the Covid 
19 pandemic, we have not 
been able to hold any events 
in Victoria this year. Our ADS 
National Board made the call early 
that the Australian Dancesport 
Championship could not be 
held and, as an alternative, State 
based events would be held on 
the same date in every State, the 
12th December. Further to that, a 
National Championship was to be 
held in Melbourne early 2021.

Other States are clearly not in the 
same position as Victoria, with 
both WA and SA already having 
held events, and QLD will have 
their first event at the end of the 
Month.  Restrictions in NSW are 
making it difficult and they have 
recently had no choice but to 
cancel the East Coast Classic.  
Unless these restrictions ease 
soon the probability of moving 
their State Super Star event till 
early 2021 is looking more and 
more likely! 

We have two events still listed 
for Victoria, Nova Classic and 
the State Super Stars event in 

December. At the date of writing 
this Newsletter we are looking 
less and less likely that both can 
go ahead, but we are certainly 
hoping to hold an event on the 
12th December, in some (possibly 
less formal) format. Unfortunately 
we are held at ransom by the 
restrictions and we just hope our 
Covid-19 cases keep dropping 
and restrictions are released 
earlier than planned. We will keep 
everyone updated, but please 
know we are working closely with 
both Dancesport Victoria and 
VicSport and are ready and willing 
when we are able!

COMPETITIONS

FREE LIVE
STREAMING OF
A U S T R A L I A N
CHAMPIONSHIPS
We know you are all missing 
dancing and we are live streaming, 
free of charge., replays of the 
Australian Championships to lift 
everyone’s spirits and keep us 
all motivated.  The live streaming 
is through DLive at 7.30 pm on 
Saturday nights.

What’s Coming Up:

5 September 2020 
2016 Aussie Champs

12 September 2020 
1999 Aussie Champs

19 September 2020 
2013 Aussie Champs

26 September 2020 
2007 Aussie Champs

Double Header 
3 October 2020 

1995 Pacific Champs & 
1984 Aussie Champs

You will have also noticed that we 
are also posting individual events 
of the Australian championships 
on our ADS Vic Branch facebook 
page.  These are gaining many 
viewers and we hope that you are 
enjoying them.
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The Australian Dancing Society 
has been conscious of not 
inundating our members with 
irrelevant information and updates 
that is no doubt coming to them 
everyday on news bulletins. We 
are all well aware of the current 
Covid-19 situation currently taking 
place in all states & territories in 
Australia and the restrictions and 
the challenges we are all facing as 
families and businesses.

The directors of the Australian 
Dancing Society value its members 
and know that many may be 
struggling in this current climate, 
much discussion has taken place 
regarding membership renewal 
and it has been decided that all 
current financial members will 
receive 9 months membership 
FREE for the 21/22 financial year 
extending your membership to 
31st March 2021.

All current members will receive an 
invoice in February 2021 for their 
3 months membership from 1st 
April to the 30th June 2021. The 
same invoice will also include your 
membership fee for the 1st July to 
30th June 2022 financial year.

We hope 9 months FREE 
membership assists our members 
during this unprecedented time.

In the meantime, we encourage all 
our members to keep active, and 
of course keep dancing. Stay safe, 
check in on your dance mates, 
studios and coaches regularly. 
We will be back on the dance floor 
very soon.

Regards,

Adam Blakey, 
Managing Director 
Victorian Branch 
Australian Dancing 
Society
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   Fay Studd

 
 

Fay first became involved in 
ballroom dancing in 1968 taking 
Latin lessons from Kerry Wilson 
at Star Ballroom.  Earlier history 
includes:

• Ice skating – skated in 
ice revues at Melbourne 
Glaciarium and reached exam 
level to become adjudicator.

• Ballet – member of ballet with 
Lyric Light Opera Society of 
Victoria

• Calisthenics – competed at 
high level (started as Juvenile)

From 1969 was on amateur 
teaching staff at Star and helped 
with studio administration  and 
organised interstate trips.

Served as Treasurer of the former 
Victorian State Co-Ordinating 
Committee of the ADB for a 
number of years.

Qualified as a scrutineer in 1983 
and followed up in 1985 by 
passing the exam in England with 
the BCBD.

Travelled regularly to Blackpool 
between 1976 and 1993 (11 times).

Scrutineered at the majority of 
Victorian events including every 
Australian Championship since 
1984 and many interstate events, 
working with the DanceScore 
system since its infancy over 35 
years ago.  Had the opportunity to 
travel with the DanceScore team to 
Singapore, Malaysia and Bangkok.

Became interested in programming 
and this was a natural follow-on to 
the scrutineering. 

Joined ADS in 1988 and became 
Victorian Secretary in 1989.  Held 
this position for 30 years.

Co-organiser of the first Ballarat 
Festival in 1991.  Involved with 
the Premiere Championship 
since its first year as the Regent 
Championship in 1992, later 
becoming co-organiser and 
organiser.

Fay’s greatest joy has been the 
events, every aspect of them, 
and the many friendships made 
throughout the industry over the 
years.  A very proud Life Member 
of the Australian Dancing Society.

SPOTLIGHT ON
VICTORIAN BRANCH
BOARD MEMBER
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INGREDIENTS
• 150g butter at room 

temperature

• 150g superfine/caster sugar

• 3 large eggs at room 
temperature

• 1 tsp vanilla extract

• 65g gluten-free plain flour

• 1.5 tsp gluten-free baking 
powder

• 125g almond meal

• 2 medium-sized pears peeled, 
cored and chopped.

• 125 g raspberries fresh or 
frozen, divided.

• 1/4 cup flaked almonds

icing/confectioners’ sugar for 
dusting.

• To serve: whipped cream and 
fresh raspberries (optional).

METHOD
1. Grease and line the base and 

sides of a 22cm spring-form 
tin.

2. Pre-heat the oven to 180C.

3. Add butter and sugar to the 
bowl of a stand mixer.

4. Beat the butter and sugar until 
it is thick and pale.

5. Add eggs, one at a time, 
beating well after each 
addition. Add the vanilla with 
the last egg. The mixture 
may appear to separate but 
it will come together with 
the addition of the flour and 
almond meal.

6. Sift the flour and baking 
powder together.

7. With the mixer on the lowest 
speed, gently add the flour, 
baking powder and almond 
meal.

8. Remove the bowl and, using a 
rubber spatula or large metal 

spoon, gently fold in the pear 
and most of the berries.

9. Spread the mixture into the 
prepared cake tin.

10. Place the remaining berries 
randomly on the top of the 
cake batter and sprinkle with 
the flaked almonds.

11. Bake for 40-50 minutes or 
until a skewer inserted into 
the centre of the cake comes 
out clean.

12. Cool in the pan for about 10 
minutes.

13. Remove the sides of the cake 
tin and finish cooling on a wire 
rack.

14. When the cake is completely 
cool, carefully remove the 
base of the tin and the baking 
paper and transfer to a 
serving platter.

15. Dust with icing sugar.

16. Serve with lightly whipped 
cream and berries – optional.

Simple to make and delicious to 
eat, this lovely Gluten-Free Pear 
and Raspberry Cake is moist and 
full of flavour. Enjoy it with a pot of 
tea or coffee or as a dessert with 
a dollop of cream and some fresh 
raspberries.

PEAR AND RASPBERRY

CAKE RECIPE

GLUTEN-FREE

RECIPE SPOT
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http://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/1412552/

